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During the month of February, industrial hygiene 
surveys were made in 21 California industrial plants, 
employing a total of 8325 workers. In these sur- 
veys, information was obtained on medical, nursing, 
and safety facilities, potential occupation health 
hazards, and protective measures provided by the 
management for the prevention of occupational 
diseases among employees who are exposed to these 


hazards. The plants in which these studies were made 
were distributed among the following industries: 
| No. of No. of 
Industry plants employees 
Woodworking factories____------ 8 314 
Printing, publishing and engraving 1 163 
Paint and varnish factories___--- 1 33 
Lead and zine factories______-_-- 1 14 
1 252 
Motion picture 2 D307 
Blank book, envelope, paper 
Oil and gas wells.____.___--------- 2 1995 
Bleetrieal machinery factories____1 | 17 
Miscellaneous 4 70 
21 8325 


At the request of the county board of supervisors 
quantitative carbon monoxide atmospheric tests were 
made in a tunnel to determine whether it might be 
used safely as a temporary detour for motor vehicle 


Industrial Plants Are Surveyed 


oy ong 


traffic during repairs to the main highway. These > 


tests showed that drivers and passengers of motor 
vehicles would not be subjected to dangerous concen- 
trations of carbon monoxide, provided the tunnel 
were used under certain specified restrictions, which 
have been put into effect by local authorities. 


Carbon monoxide tests were made in a police 
patrol wagon at the request of the San Francisco 


Police Department to determine whether exhaust 


gases were entering the wagon in dangerously large 
quantities. It was found that the amount of carbon 
monoxide present in the vehicle during normal opera- 
tion was well below safe limits. 


At the request of the plant management quantita- 
tive atmospheric silica dust determinations were made 
in the vicinity of box sanding machines in a match 
factory. As a result of these studies, which showed 
that potentially dangerous concentrations of free 
silica dust were present at the breathing level of 
machine operators, plant officials are installing local 


exhaust ventilating systems to eliminate the hazard. 


Dust determinations made at the request of the 
company safety director in the fuselage soundproofing 
department of an airplane factory, showed that work- 
men in this department are not exposed to concen- 
trations of dust sufficiently high to cause silicosis or 
other pulmonary disease. However, since certain 
individuals are allergic, or hypersusceptible, to the 
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be Mi effects of organic dusts, which were present in the dent Commission, the San Francisco Printing Press- 
hie 3 air in considerable quantities, it was recommended men’s Union, and the Bureau of Accident Prevention 
' 1 ag that local exhaust ventilation be installed to remove of the Pacific Waterfront Employers Association. 
ei dusts from the breathing level of workers during the Technical reports and advice on the control of 
i ‘ application of soundproofing materials. This recom- occupational health hazards were prepared and sub- 
is mendation has been acted on favorably by the plant mitted to industrial executives, physicians, engineers, 
bie. management. _ city and county officials, labor organizations, and 
i : oe The owner of an abalone shell polishing plant other interested agencies and individuals, on the fol- 
} ee requested that dust studies be made in his estab- lowing subjects: Regulations on the labeling of tetra- 
. ae lishment, to determine whether the ventilating equip- ethyl lead gasoline containers; respiratory diseases 
Re ment on his grinding and polishing wheels was func- due to the inhalation of wood dust; the lead poisoning 
, - tioning adequately in preventing the escape of silica hazard in connection with the use of colored chalks 
| es: and silicate dusts into the workroom air. Our studies in schools; diagnosis and prevention of occupational 
te lig in this plant indicated that the dust control equip- dermatoses; the carbon monoxide hazard in motor 
bP ment is effective in preventing a health hazard to vehicle transportation; paint spray vapor poisoning; 
workmen. heat prostration ; silicosis in sand blasting; hydrogen 
ie _ At the request of labor union officials investigation sulphide poisoning; sulphur dioxide poisoning; oil 
. i 4 is being made of potential health hazards in the paint dermatitis; lead poisoning in printing plants; derma- 
i ‘an mixing and spraying department of an automobile  titis due to synthetic rubbers; silicosis in glass fac- 


body factory, where workmen have become ill recently 
ae with symptoms suggestive of poisoning by organic 
solvent vapors. 


tories; control of health hazards in foundries; carbon 
tetrachloride and tetrachlorethylene poisoning; pre- 
vention and treatment of athlete’s foot in shower 
Quantitative atmospheric tests made in a neon rooms; dermatitis and conjunctivitis among fish can- 
sign manufacturing plant, at the request of the Indus- nery workers; sanitary requirements for women in 
trial Accident Commission, showed that the amount factories; and industrial hygiene administration. 
of methyl alcohol vapor present in the air during the Arrangements have been made with one of the 
coating and air drying of glass tubes with a lumines- large oil companies to conduct a study of occupa- 
cent material containing this solvent was insufficient tional dermatoses among oil field workers, in coopera- 
to constitute a health hazard to workmen in the tion with the U. S. Public Health Service. The service 
plant. is cooperating with the State Industrial Accident 
_ At the request of a manufacturer of dry cleaning Commission, the State Fire Marshal, and the Inter- | 
machinery studies were made in a dry cleaning estab- national Association of Cleaning and Dye House 
lishment to determine the atmospheric concentration Workers in studying and correcting conditions in dry 
of carbon tetrachloride vapors during cleaning, cleaning establishments which may be detrimental to 
714 extracting and drying operations. On the basis of the health of workers. | 
Bir - these tests recommendations have been submitted to 
Oe the plant management for improvements in their 
exhaust ventilating system. 
Sulphur dioxide gas determinations were made in a 
refrigerator repair shop at the request of the Los 


BOTULISM CAUSES DEATH 


Five cases of botulism, one of which was fatal, 
were investigated by the Bureau of Epidemiology in 


Angeles City Health Department. These tests showed 
that the concentration of gas at the breathing level of 
workers averaged about one-tenth of the permissible 


_ safe concentration of sulphur dioxide gas and that no 


health hazard from this cause existed in the plant. 
In addition to laboratory analyses made on air 


_ samples collected in the course of field investigations, 


analyses were made of No-Offset Spray solutions used 
in printing plants; paint and varnish removers; 
colored chalks and crayons for lead content; coal tar 
enamel used in coating the interior of steel tanks and 
pipes; and rafter dust samples from a lead and paint 
factory, at the request of the State Industrial Acci- 


Fresno County. On February 11th and 12th a gallon 
jar of home-canned tomatoes was opened and all of a 
family drank juice from the tomatoes with the excep- 
tion of the mother, who was not ill. The tomatoes 
had been canned the previous season in the home. 
Members of the family were ill in proportion to the 


amount of tomatoes consumed. Unopened jars of the 


same pack remained and a portion of the contents 
of the jar that caused the illness was also available 
for laboratory examination. B. botulinus was demon- 
strated in this portion, confirming the clinical diag- 
nosis. Never before in California have home-canned 
tomatoes been proved to be the source of botulism. | 
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HIGHWAY EATING PLACES INSPECTED 


Highway eating places and service stations along 
the following highways were inspected by the Bureau 
of Sanitary Inspection during February: No. 19 
from Riverside-Imperial county line to northern city 
limits of Calexico, exclusive of Westmoreland, Braw- 
ley, Imperial and El Centro; No. 99 highway from 
southern city limits of Indio to Riverside-Imperial 
county line; and No. 111 highway from intersection 
of No. 99 at Indio to Cathedral City. 

Following is a summary of sanitary conditions 
encountered during these inspections: 


Number of eating places inspected_________-_ 30 
Conditions satisfactory __._._._._._____._.______ 16 
1 
Number of service stations 42 


LEPROSY REPORTED 


A suspected case of leprosy in a Chinese houseboy 
was reported to the local health officer. After hav- 
ing appeared at a local physician’s office, the boy dis- 


appeared from his place of employment and has not 


been located. 


A case of leprosy in advanced stages of the disease 
and which required hospitalization was recently dis- 
covered in an interior county. Arrangements are 
being made for hospitalization in the Federal Lepro- 
sarium at Carville, Louisiana. Arrangements were 
made for the transportation of two cases of leprosy 
in southern California to the Louisiana Federal 
Leprosarium. 


PSITTACOSIS CONTROL 


During the month of February 180 interstate 
shipping certificates were issued for 2595 shell parra- 
keets and 268 larger psittacine birds. Sixty-six shell 
parrakeet aviaries were inspected. Because of a fatal 
case of psittacosis in Idaho, 271 shell parrakeets from 
a pet shop and 81 shell parrakeets from four different 


aviaries in southern California were tested for psit- 


tacosis. The results are not yet available. 


DRUG PRODUCTS DAMAGED 


A total of 3200 cases of drug products damaged in 
a fire at sea were placed under quarantine. The 
entire lot must be sorted or returned to the manu- 
facturer for disposition. 


COOPERATION WITH SRA 


Twelve consecutive days were devoted by inspectors 
last month, to grading of foodstuffs held by the 
Bureau of Self Help at Los Angeles. Under direct 
supervision an extensive examination was conducted. 
A thorough check of stocks in storage was made and 
revealed about 68,000 cases of canned goods, consist- 


Ing of vegetables, jams and jellies, preserves and 


marmalade. Over 2000 individual cans were exam- 
ined and graded and reports are being prepared. The 
work represented roughly an examination of 1 per 
cent of every product packed by the cooperative estab- 
lishments. Cooperation was extended by the Bureau 
of Self Help and Bureau of Outlets, in order that this 
tremendous job could be done efficiently. The Bureau 
of Food and Drug Inspection examined several lots 
of food purchased by the SRA. These examinations - 
showed the products to be sound, in good order and 
in accordance with the purchase order. 


FRUIT BRANDIES MISBRANDED 


A lot of 553 cases of assorted fruit brandies im- 
ported from a distillery in the Philippine Islands was 
bottled and labeled in San Francisco and ready for 


distribution. Upon sampling and analysis, the pro- 


duct was found to have been distilled from dried 
fruits soaked in diluted aleohol and was not distilled 
from fermented fruit juices. All the material was 
placed in quarantine. After having held the product 
for approximately a year, it was agreed that the mate- 
rial could be sold provided it was labeled so as to 
indicate the true nature of the product. 


ILLEGAL SULFANILAMIDE SALES 


Six defendants entered pleas of guilty upon being 
charged with the sale of sulfanilamide without a phy- 
siclan’s prescription. Fines ranging from $25 to $50 
were imposed. In San Francisco, Stockton, Tracy 
and Sacramento druggists were found guilty of the 
same offense and fines ranging from $100 to $250 
were imposed. 


ad 


GARBAGE DISPOSAL 
Conditions on garbage dumps maintained by the 


following places were investigated during February: = © “4 


Kern County, Bakersfield, Santa Cruz, Monterey, 
Watsonville, Hollister, Crescent City, Eureka, Santa 
Rosa, Vallejo, Areata, Napa, Benicia, St. Helena, 


Folsom, Sacramento, El Centro, Calexico and San 


Bernardino. 
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MORBIDITY 


Complete Reports for Following Diseases for Week Ending 


March 16, 1940 
Chickenpox 


625 cases: Alameda County 38, Alameda 19, Berkeley 10, 
Emeryville 2, Hayward 1, Oakland 44, San Leandro 3, Butte 
County 1, Contra Costa County 2, Pittsburg 1, Fresno County 8, 
Coalinga 3, Fresno 4, Humboldt County 1, Kern County 36, 
Bakersfield 10, Hanford 4, Los Angeles County 61, Alhambra 12, 
Burbank 2, Compton 7, Culver City 7, Glendale 25, Huntington 
Park 1, Inglewood 1, Long Beach 54, Los Angeles 65, Monrovia 
1, Pasadena 1, San Gabriel 10, South Pasadena 3, Lynwood 6, 


Hawthorne 1, South Gate 7, Monterey Park 5, Bell 5, Madera 


County 4, Madera 2, Marin County 1, San Rafael 1, Merced 
County 2, Monterey County 11, Carmel 2, Monterey 2, Salinas l, 
Napa 1, Orange County 3, Brea 3, Newport Beach 1, Santa Ana 
2, Laguna Beach 9, Riverside County 4, Corona 1, Riverside 14, 
Sacramento 6, San Bernardino County 1, Colton 4, Ontario 1, 
Upland 4, San Diego County 9, La Mesa 9, San Diego 9, San 
Francisco 44, Burlingame 5, San Carlos 3, Santa Barbara County 
12, Santa Barbara 3, Palo Alto 2, San Jose 6, Shasta County 1, 
Vallejo 1, Sonoma County 3, Petaluma a Stanislaus County 1, 
Sutter County 1, Tulare County 1, Woodlake 1, Ventura County 
4, Yolo County 2, Yuba County 1. 


Diphtheria 


26 cases: Alameda County 1, Oakland 5, San Leandro 2, 
Imperial 1, Los Angeles 5, Monrovia 1, Redondo 1, Colton 3, 
San Diego County 2, San Diego 2, San Francisco 1, Tulare 1, 
Ventura County 1. 


German Measles 


34 cases: 
ton 1, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 6, Pasadena 3, South Gate 1, 
Santa Ana s Riverside County 2, Sacramento 1, Ontario 1, 
Redlands 1, National City 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco l, 
cage Cruz 1, Siskiyou County 1, Vacaville 1, Stanislaus County 

, Sutter County : 


217 cases: Berkeley 1, Oakland 1, Fresno County 10, Los i. 
geles County 93, Alhambra i Compton 2, El Monte 6, Long 


Beach 8, Los Angeles 44, Montebello 2, San Fernando 1, San 


Gabriel 26, South Gate 1, ‘Gardena 2 Santa Ana 1, La Habra i, 
Riverside ‘County 2, Sacramento 2, "Colton 2, San Francisco 6, 
San Joaquin County 1, Solano County 2, Sonoma County 2, 
Ventura 1. | 
Malaria 

One case: San Bernardino County. 


Measles 
485 cases: Oakland 2, Fresno County 1. Fresno 1, El Centro 1, 


Kern County 69, Bakersfield 8, Corcoran 2, Hanford 4, Los 


Angeles County § Burbank 1, Los Angeles 27, San Fernando 10, 
South Gate 1, Madera County 2, Monterey County 3, Carmel 3, 
Monterey 4, Pacific Grove 1, Orange County 1, Santa Ana 4, 
Riverside 1, Sacramento 2, Colton 1, San Diego County 51, 
Escondido 9, La Mesa 1, National City 7, San Diego 157, San 
Francisco 3, San Joaquin County 39, Lodi 9, Stockton 7, San 
Luis Obispo County 1, Santa Clara County 1, San Jose l, 
Siskiyou County 17, Stanislaus County 1, Tulare County 10, 
Tulare 1, Ventura County 1, Ventura 1, Yolo County 14, Davis 1, 
Woodland 2. Marysville | 


Mumps 


380 cases: Alameda County 7, Alamsde 1, Berkeley 5, Oak- 
land 4, San Leandro 1, Fresno County 15, Clovis 15, Fresno 
5 Eureka 2, Calipatria 1, Kern County 7, Bakersfield 2, Han- 
ford 4, Los Angeles County 34, Burbank 2, Glendale 5, Long 
Beach 43, Los Angeles 20, Pasadena 3; San Fernando 4, Lyn- 
wood 1, Gardena 1, Madera County 11, “Marin County 1, Orange 
County 2, Anaheim 1, Fullerton 3, Santa Ana l, Laguna Beach 
1, San Clemente 2. Plumas County 1, Indio 1, Palm Springs 2, 
Sacramento 1, Ontario 1, San Francisco 58, San Joaquin County 
12, Manteca 5, Stockton 25, San Luis Obispo County 3, Paso 
Robles 14, San Mateo County 2, Redwood City 2, San Mateo 5, 
Santa Clara County 15, Mountain View 3, Palo Alto 10, San Jose 
4, Siskiyou County 2, Solano County 2, Rio Vista 1, Stanislaus 
County 1, Trinity County 3, Tulare County 1, Santa Paula 
1, Yolo County 2, Davis 1. 


Pneumonia (Lobar) 


43 cases: Los Angeles County 6, Compton 1, La Verne 1, Los 
Angeles 18, Pasadena 1, Redondo 1, South Gate 1, Napa County 
2, Orange County 2 Laguna Beach 1, San Jacinto 1, San Fran- 
cisco 1, San Jose 2, Solano County 2. Sonoma County 1, Sutter 
County 1, Visalia 


Scarlet Fever 

190 cases: Berkeley 3, Oakland 4, Butte County 2, Colusa 
County 2, Colusa 2, Humboldt County 2, El Centro 1, Kern 
County 1, Bakersfield 1, Lake County 1, Lakeport 1, Los 


Angeles County 10, Arcadia 1, Compton 1, Glendale 4, Hermosa 


1, Inglewood 1, La Verne 1, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 26, 
Monrovia 1, Pomona 2, San Gabriel 3 Santa Monica 1, Sierra 
Madre 1, South Pasadena l, Torrance 3, South Gate 4, San 
Rafael 1, Napa County 1, Calistoga l, Orange County 2, Ana- 
heim 1, Brea, . Newport Beach 2, Santa Ana 6, La Habra 1, 
Riverside County 11, Corona 3, Elsinore 1, Riverside 1, Sacra- 
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County 3, 


Berkeley 4, Oakland 1, Weekne 1, Alhambra 2, Comp- 


mento 4, San Bernardino Ceieiaty 4, Colton 2, Ontario 1, San 
Diego County 2, San Diego 7, San ‘Francisco 16, San Joaquin 
County 1, Lodi 4, San Luis Obispo County 2, San Luis Obispo 1, 
Santa Clara County 1, San Jose 2, Santa Clara 1, Redding :. 
Benicia 3, Tulare County 2. Visalia 1, Ventura County ¥ Fill- 
more 2, Ventura 7, Yuba County 6, Marysville 1. | 


Smallpox 
2 cases: Sutter County. 


Typhoid Fever 

6 cases: Napa County 1, Banning 1, San Diego 1, San Fran- 
cisco 2, California 1.* 
Whooping Cough 


248 cases: Berkeley 1, Hayward 1, Oakland 5, Colusa 1, Fresno 
County 3, Fresno 3, Kern County 21, Bakersfield 1, Los ‘Angeles 
County 39, Alhambra 1, Azusa 1, Compton 2, Glendale 3, Hunt- 
ington Park 1, Los Angeles 19, Santa Monica 3, Whittier 8, 
Bell 2, Merced County 7, Riverside County 1, Corona ii River- 
side 1, Sacramento 14, San Bernardino County 4, Colton 1, 
Ontario 5, Redlands 2, San Diego 6, San Francisco 13, Stockton 
1, San Mateo County 2. Daly City 4, Menlo Park 1, Santa Barb- 
Santa Barbara 2. Santa Maria 9” Santa Clara 
County 6, Palo Alto 3, San Jose 30, Santa Clara 3, Sunnyvale 1, 
Sonoma County 1, Santa Rosa 1, Stanislaus County 1, Sutter 
County 2, Tulare County 12, Yolo County 3. 

Meningitis (Epidemic) 


3 cases: Oakland 1, Fresno County i # San Diego i; 


Dysentery (Amoebic) 


7 cases: Brawley 1, Los Angeles Cseaity 1, Chino 1, Ontario 2, 
Upland 2. 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 
2 cases: San Fernando. 


Ophthalmia Neonatorum 
One case: San Mateo. 


Poliomyelitis 
3 cases: Oakland 1, Los Angeles County 1, Siskiyou County 1. 


Trachoma 


18 cases: Kern County 1, San Jacinto 1, Palm Springs 10, San 
Francisco 5, San Mateo 1. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic) 
One case: San Francisco. 


Jaundice (Epidemic) © 
One case: Alameda County. 


Food Poisoning 


6 cases: Monterey County 2, San Francisco 2, Stanislaus 
County 2. 


Undulant Fever 
2 cases: Arcata 1, Sonoma County 1. 


Coccidioidal Granuloma 
4 cases: Kern County 3, Bakersfield 1. 


Septic Sore Throat 
5 cases: San Diego. 
Epilepsy 


40 cases: Oakland 4, Compton 1, Los Angeles 21, Pasadena 1, 
San Bernardino County 1, San Francisco 7, Santa ‘Clara County 
2, Petaluma 2, Tulare 1. 


Rabies (Animal) 


15 cases: Oakland 1, Los Angeles County 1, Los Angeles 1, 
San Diego 1, San Francisco 3, Daly City 2, Sutter County 2, 


‘Tulare County 4, 


*Cases charged to “California’’ represent patients ill before 
entering the state or those who contracted their illness travel- 
ing about the state throughout the incubation period of the 
disease. These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 


University of California 
Medical Library, 

ord & Parnassus Aves., 

San Francisco, Calif. 
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